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THE  CALIFORNIA  QUESTION. 


•  f 


The  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
saving  postponed  the  consideration  of  the  California  Mes¬ 
sage,  and  taken  up  the  Bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
rapport  of  the  Military  Academy,  and  Mr.  Wilmct  having 
concluded — 

Mr.  OLDS  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  to 

Mr.  McClernand,  to  reply  to  some  remarks  of 

Mr.  Wilmot. 

Mr.  McC.  having  concluded — 

Mr.  OLDS  resumed  the  floor,  and  said; 

Mr.  Chairman:  If,  by  yielding  the  floor  to  my 
friend  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  McClernand,]  I  have  so 
crippled  my  time  as  to  destroy  my  reputation  as  a 
debater,  I  have  at  least  established  a  character  for 
^ood  nature,  which  is  preferable,  perhaps,  in  these 
lays  of  congressional  speech-making;  and  be¬ 
sides,  sir,  it  will  afford  me  an  excuse  for  writing 
what  I  should  have  said,  had  my  time  permitted. 

I  concur,  sir,  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Went¬ 
worth,]  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  [Mr.  Wilmot,]  that  the  vote  just  taken, 
to  lay  aside  the  California  message,  is  significant 
of  the  fate  of  the  California  bill.  I  regard  this 
vote  as  clearly  indicating  that  no  bill  for  the  ad¬ 
mission  of  California  into  the  Union,  will  be  passed 
this  session.  Each  vote  which  has  been  taken 
upon  this  question  in  this  House,  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  session  to  the  present  hour,  has 
exhibited  an  increasing  weakness  or  giving  away 
upon  the  part  of  the  professed  friends  of  Califor¬ 
nia.  And  I  now  proclaim  to  the  country,  that  I  re¬ 
gard  it  as  a  fixed  fact,  that  California,  unless  con¬ 
nected  with  other  measures,  will  knock  in  vain  for 
admission  into  the  American  Union.  The  sin,  sir, 
does  not,  and  shall  not,  fie  at  my  door.  In  accord¬ 
ance  with  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  fixed  opinions 
of  those  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  I  have 
sought  to  facilitate  every  move,  since  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  session,  which,  looked  towards 
the  consummation  of  this  measure;  and  I  now  say, 
that  1  am  prepared  to  sit  night  and  day,  and  vote 
upon  every  question  of  order  so  portentously 
threatened  us  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  early  in  the  ses¬ 
sion,  until  I  have  demonstrated  to  my  constituents 
that  1  have  done  all  in  my  power  for  the  admission 
of  California. 

I  say  to  my  southern  brethren,  that  this  deter¬ 


mination  is  not  founded  upon  any  hosility  to  the 
admission  of  slave  States  into  the  Union;  for,  if 
a  State  was  formed  out  of  territory  in  which  sla¬ 
very  had  a  preexistence,  and  whose  constitution 
still  recognized  its  existence,  I  would  cheerfully 
vote  for  her  admission  into  the  Union.  My  oppo¬ 
sition  is  not  to  the  admission  of  slave  States,  but 
to  the  extension  of  slavery  into  free  territory. 

I  have  been  often  pained,  sir,  during  this  session, 
in  witnessing  efforts  to  destroy  the  unity  and  in¬ 
tegrity  of  the  great  national  Democratic  party  of 
the  country.  I  have  been  pained  in  witnessing 
the  criminations  and  recriminations  upon  this  side 
of  the  House  to-day.  I  regret  this,  sir,  because 
I  honestly  believe  that  the  Democratic  party,  and 
the  Democratic  party  only,  can  save  the  country 
in  the  present  emergency.  I  say  this,  sir,  because 
I  believe  the  Democratic  party  to  be  truly  a  na¬ 
tional  party — the  only  party  in  this  country  that, 
at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances,  have  been 
enabled  to  adopt  a  national  platform — the  only 
party  that,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances, 
have  been  enabled  to  go  into  a  presidential  contest 
upon  an  open  and  avowed  declaration  of  principle. 

I  have  been  not  a  little  astonished,  Mr.  Chair¬ 
man,  at  the  boldness  and  effrontery  with  which 
Whig  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  have  charged  all 
our  present  difficulties  upon  the  Democratic  party. 
In  this  charge  they  have  been  aided  by  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  organ  of  this  city.  And,  sir,  when 
these  charges  were  so  eloquently  thundered  in  our 
ears  the  other  day  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Stephens,]  I  expected  to  see  some  of  the 
old  champions  of  Democracy  upon  thi3  side  of  the 
House  hurl  back  the  charge,  and  fix  the  wrong 
upon  the  policy  of  the  Whig  party,  where,  in  my 
judgment,  it  rightfully  belongs. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  unwilling  that  this  charge 
should  go  to  the  country  uncontradicted.  I  under¬ 
take  to  say,  that  upon  the  Whig  party,  and  not 
the  Democratic,  rests  this  responsibility. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens,] 
and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gentry,] 
and  other  honorable  gentlemen  upon  the  Whig 
side  of  this  House,  are  repeatedly  telling  us,  that 
at  the  time  of  the  Texan  annexation,  they  pre¬ 
dicted  all  our  present  difficulties.  They  prophe¬ 
sied,  say  they,  that  annexation  would  produce  war 
with  Mexico,  and  that  a  war  with  Mexico  must 
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result  in  an  acquisition  of  territory,  and  that  an 
acquisition  of  territory  would  result  in  our  present 
difficulties,  by  reopening  the  question  of  slavery 
extension. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  should  charge  upon  these 
gentlemen  that  their  wish  was  father  to  their 
prophecies,  I  should  not  be  wide  of  the  mark. 

There  are  prophecies — and  this  is  one  of  them — 
in  which  the  publication  of  the  prophecy  is  sure 
to  result  in  its  fulfillment. 

But,  sir,  if  the  annexation  of  Texas  was  the 
cause  of  all  our  difficulties,  does  the  sin  lie  at  the 
door  of  the  Democratic  party?  Which  of  the 
Presidents  recommended  in  his  message  this  an¬ 
nexation?  Under  whose  administration  was  this 
annexation  accomplished?  Which  of  all  our 
Presidents,  when  Congress  had  passed  an  alternate 
resolution  leaving  the  question  of  boundary  at  the 
option  of  the  President,  to  be  settled  by  negotia¬ 
tions,  on  the  very  last  day  of  his  administration 
selected  the  positive  annexation  resolution,  and 
dispatched  his  messenger  on  the  Sabbath — that 
being  the  only  time  left  him  after  the  passage  of 
the  resolution — with  his  selected  resolution  to  the 
people  of  Texas,  lest  the  succeeding  administra¬ 
tion  should  reap  the  glory  of  Texan  annexation? 
John  Tyler,  sir,  was  the  man.  I  trust,  Mr.  Chair¬ 
man,  that  the  Whig  party,  for  a  few  years  yet, 
will  not  pretend  to  call  John  Tyler  a  Democratic 
President.  I  trust,  sir,  they  will  not  accuse  the 
Democracy  of  the  country  with  making  him  Presi¬ 
dent.  It  was  not  I,  nor  my  Democratic  friends, 
who,  in  1840,  sung  paeans  to  “Tippecanoe  and 
Tyler  too.” 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  return  to  the  history 
of  this  transaction,  as  illustrating  the  fact  that 
these  Whig  prophecies  produced  their  own  fulfill¬ 
ment.  For  eight  full  years  Texas  had  been  ipso 
facto  free.  For  eight  long  years  her  independence 
had  been  acknowledged  by  all  the  enlightened  na¬ 
tions  of  the  world.  For  nearly  eight  years  no 
Mexican  soldier  had  stood  upon  her  soil.  AIT  this 
time  Mexico  had  been  contending  with  internal 
divisions,  and  civil  war,  growing  out  of  the  pre¬ 
tensions  of  rival  chieftains.  Under  such  circum¬ 
stances,  what  could  have  induced  her  to  make  war 
upon  the  United  States?  The  reason  is  obvious: 
all  these  Whig  prophecies  had  been  published  in 
her  newspapers,  they  had  been  posted  in  her  bul¬ 
letins,  they  had  been  proclaimed  in  her  Halls  of 
Legislation,  they  had  been  read  to  her  people  from 
the  battlements  of  her  cities.  The  American  Sen¬ 
ator  who  could  proclaim  in  the  Senate  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  that  “  the  Mexicans  should  welcome 
the  Americans  with  bloody  hands  to  hospitable 
graves,”  had  been  proclaimed  the  friend  of  Mexi¬ 
co,  and  made  an  honorary  member  of  her  literary 
societies.  Sir,  these  Whig  prophecies,  and  Whig 
speakers  led  the  Mexicans  to  suppose,  that  as 
soon  as  they  marched  upon  American  soil,  they 
would  be  joined  by  their  Whig  allies  in  this  coun¬ 
try. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  another  reason  why 
I  charge  the  responsibility  of  our  present  difficul¬ 
ties  upon  the  Whig  party.  It  is  the  game  of  de¬ 
ception  they  played  in  the  election  of  General  Tay¬ 
lor.  Contrast  the  fair,  manly,  open  policy  avowed 
by  the  Democratic  party,  with  the  concealments 
and  deceptions  of  their  opponents,  and  tell  me, 
sir,  if  the  success  of  the  Whigs  has  not  been  mos1 
disastrous  to  the  country. 


The  Democratic  party,  when  met  in  convention 
to  nominate  their  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
made  an  open  avowal  of  the  doctrine  of  non-inter¬ 
vention;  the  Democratic  party,  both  at  the  North 
and  at  the  South,  manfully  maintained  the  position 
of  non-intervention;  and  had  General  Cass  been 
elected  President,  this  question  would,  by  a  de¬ 
cision  of  the  people,  have  been  settled  upon  the 
platform  of  non-intervention.  Both  the  North  and 
the  South  would  have  acquiesced  in  the  decision 
of  the  people. 

Turn,  then,  for  the  origin  of  all  our  difficulties, 
l  to  the  policy  and  action  of  the  Whig  party.  Did 
I  they,  in  convention,  assume  a  national  position 
upon  the  question  of  slavery  extension?  No,  sir. 
In  order  to  unite  the  discordant  elements  of  their 
party,  they  refused  to  commit  their  candidate  to 
any  particular  policy.  They  left  his  friends  at  the 
South  to  advocate  his  election  as  a  pro-slavery 
man.  They  could  and  did  point  the  people  to 
his  location,  to  his  three  hundred  slaves,  and  to 
the  pledges  of  Bullitt  and  Peyton,  and  say,  he  is 
just  the  man  for  the  South.  At  the  North  his 
friends  could  point  to  his  Signal  letter;  and  his 
friends,  Thomas  Corwin,  and  Truman  Smith,  could 
read  extracts  from  his  private  letters,  pledging  him 
to  not  veto  the  Wilmot  proviso.  Such  being  the 
game  of  deception,  his  election  could  not  be,  and 
by  the  people  was  not,  regarded  as  settling  the 
question  of  slavery  extension.  All  eyes,  as  a  con¬ 
sequence,  were  turned  away  from  the  Executive 
-mansion  and  the  President,  to  this  Capitol,  and 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The  South 
had  no  confidence  in  the  Executive  veto;  therefore 
their  extraordinary  anxiety  to  defeat  the  “pro¬ 
viso,”  and  the  California  bill.  The  North  had  no 
confidence  in  General  Taylor’s  free-soilism;  hence 
their  anxiety  to  secure  the  immediate  and  favor¬ 
able  action  of  Congress.  To  the  deceptions,  the 
concealments,  and  the  frauds  practiced  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  General  Taylor,  most  righteously  may  be 
charged  the  consummation  of  all  our  difficulties 
and  embarrassments. 

I  look  with  pride,  Mr.  Chairman,  upon  the  past 
history  and  the  measures  of  the  Democratic  party. 
If  you  trace,  sir,  the  history  of  that  party,  you 
will  find  that  all  its  measures  of  distinctive  policy, 
after  having  been  established,  have  proved  highly 
beneficial  to  the  country.  Although  they  have,  at 
the  time  of  their  adoption,  been  denounced  by  the 
opponents  of  Democracy  as  ruinous  to  the  country, 
yet  time  and  experience  have  fully  demonstrated 
their  usefulness.  Let  me  illustrate.  The  Democratic 
party,  under  the  lead  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  favored 
the  Louisiana  purchase.  Their  opponents  pre¬ 
dicted  the  most  disastrous  results.  The  territory 
and  climate  were  denounced  as  only  fit  for  the 
residence  of  frogs  and  alligators.  The  cry  was 
raised  at  that  early  day  against  the  extension  of 
territory.  We  were  even  then  told  that  our  coun¬ 
try  was  becoming  too  large;  that  it  would  fall  to 
pieces  by  its  cumbrous  extension.  But,  sir,  what 
has  been  the  result  of  all  these  predictions  and 
forebodings  of  evil  ?  The  march  of  improvement 
has  been  more  rapid  than  the  extension  of  our 
territory.  Majestic  steamboats  have  superseded 
the  pirogues  and  broad  horns.  The  lightning, 
instead  of  bost-boys,  has  become  our  mail  car¬ 
rier;  and  New  Orleans  and  Washington  city  are 
more  accessible  to  each  other  now  than  were  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Boston  at  the  time  of  the 
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Louisiana  purchase .  Several  beautiful  States  have 

Sown  out  of  the  Louisiana  territory.  Through 
b  purchase,  upon  the  waters  of  the  mighty 
Mississippi,  the  millions  upon  millions  of  western 
produce  finds  its  way  to  market.  And  no  western 
man  would,  for  a  moment,  tolerate  the  ceding  back 
the  Louisiana  purchase. 

The  annexation  of  Texas  met  with  a  similar 
opposition  from  the  Whig  party.  And,  Mr.  Chair¬ 
man,  in  my  district  my  opponent — who  was  a 
member  of  the  last  Congress,  and  a  Whig  proph¬ 
et — upon  every  stump  met  me  with  the  issue,  that 
by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  we  had  ac¬ 
quired  a  most  barren  and  worthless  territory.  His 
constant  declaration  was,  that  he  would  not  curse 
bis  worst  enemy  by  bestowing  upon  him  a  thou¬ 
sand  acres  of  this  worthless  territory.  Again: 
what  has  been  the  result  ?  Scarcely  two  short 
pears  have  passed,  before  we  witness  this  territory 
ittracting  the  attention  of  the  whole  world.  Splen¬ 
did  and  opulent  cities  have  sprung  up,  as  by 
nagic;  the  commerce  of  the  world  in  flowing  into 
he  harbors  of  California;  the  wealth  of  her  inex¬ 
haustible  mines  is  returning  in  millions  upon  mil- 
ions  to  the  United  States:  and  a  mighty  State, 
’ormed  out  of  that  much-abused  country,  has  been 
or  more  than  seven  months  seeking  admission  into 
he  American  Union. 

Thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  did  time  permit,  I  should 
ike  to  take  up  one  by  one  the  measures  of  the 
democratic  party,  and  demonstrate  their  beneficial 
.fleets  upon  the  country.  Sufficient,  however,  for 
ne  to  say,  that  no  measure  of  policy  once  advo- 
ated  by  the  Democratic  party,  and  upon  which 
heir  opponents  have  made  an  issue  before  the 
teople,  has  ever  been  repudiated  by  that  tri¬ 
bunal. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Mr.  Chairman,  will  my 
olleague  permit  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  OLDS.  Certainly. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Did  not  General  Jackson 
ecommend  the  protective  tariff? 

Mr.  OLDS.  If  my  colleague  will  give  me  the 
efinition  of  the  word  “ judicious ,”  he  will  define 
he  kind  of  tariff  recommended  by  General  Jack- 
on.  I  ask  my  colleague  in  return,  did  not  the 
Vhig  party  oppose  the  reelection  of  General 
ackson,  upon  the  ground  that  he  opposed  their 
igh  protective  tariff  schemes  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  charge  that  the  Demo- 
ratlc  party  in  1828  aided  in  passing  the  highest 
rotective  tariff  ever  known  to  the  country,  and  I 
tand  prepared  to  prove  it.  I  also  refer  my  col- 
sague  to  the  fact,  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
nanimously  recommended  the  recharter  of  the 
lank  of  the  United  States — will  he  deny  it  ? 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  join 
jsue  upon  all  these  questions,  at  any  time  with 
ty  colleague  when  he  has  the  floor.  But  I  do  not 
hoose  now  to  be  turned  aside  from  the  course  of 
rgument  which  I  had  marked  out  for  myself.  I 
ssume  now,  and  will  at  the  proper  time  maintain, 
tat  the  Democratic  party,  as  a  party,  are  opposed 
)  a  protective %riff.  The  doctrine  of  the  party, 
s  I  understand  it,  is,  a  tariff  for  revenue,  and  in- 
dtentally  protective.  I  refer  my  colleague  to  the 
;tter  of  James  K.  Polk  to  John  K.  Kane,  for  an 
^position  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Democratic  party 
p6n  the  tariff  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  On  the  subject  of  the  tariff, 
ie  currency,  and  all  prominent  subjects,  the  gen¬ 


tleman  can  prove  that  the  Democracy  have  been 
on  both  sides. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  assume  the  position,  that  the 
Democratic  party  are  opposed  to  a  high  protective 
tariff,  and  that  in  that  position  they  have  been  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  people.  Will  my  colleague  deny  it  ? 
I  assume  the  position,  that  the  Democratic  party 
took  ground  against  a  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  in  that  position  they  have  been  sustained 
by  the  people,  until,  in  the  language  of  Daniel 
Webster,  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  become 
an  “obsolete  idea.”  Will  my  colleague  deny  it? 
I  assume  the  position,  that  the  Democratic  party 
are  opposed  to  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  that  in  this  posi¬ 
tion  they  have  been  sustained  by  the  people. 
Will  my  colleague  deny  it?  I  assume  the  position, 
that  in  every  great  measure  of  policy  advocated  by 
the  Democratic  party,  they  have  been  sustained 
by  the  people.  Will  my  colleague  deny  it? 

But  let  us  turn  the  tables,  Mr.  Chairman,  and 
see  how  stands  the  issue.  Can  my  colleague  point 
me  to  any  one  measure  of  policy,  ever  advocated 
by  his  party,  from  the  days  of  the  elder  Adams 
to  the  present  hour,  in  which  they  joined  issue 
with  the  Democracy,  that  has  not  been  repudiated 
by  the  people  ?  Where  now  is  your  “  alien  and 
sedition  law  ?”  Where  now  is  your  high  protect¬ 
ive  tariff?  Where  now  is  your  Bank  of  the  United 
States  ?  Where  now  is  your  bankrupt  law? 
Where  now  is  your  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  your  assumption 
of  the  State  debts?  All  condemed  by  the  people, 
and  repudiated  even  by  very  many  of  your  own 
party. 

My  colleague  says,  that  upon  all  prominent 
questions,  he  can  show  that  the  Democratic  party 
have  been  on  both  sides.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that 
my  colleague  has  the  faculty  of  making  black  look 
white,  and  white  black.  But  how  stands  the  case 
with  his  own  party?  Wht  was  it,  sir,  that  in 
1828  “  invoked  war,  famine,  and  pestilence,”  rather 
than  the  rule  of  a  military  chieftain,  yet  in 
1840  and  1848  could  sing,  “  See  the  conquering 
hero  comes?”  Who  was  it,  sir,  that  in  1828  could 
condemn  the  erection  of  hickory  poles,  yet  in  1840 
could  build  log  cabins,  drink  hard  cider,  and  nibble 
corn-dodgers  ?  Who  was  it,  sir,  that  could  condemn 
the  Mexican  war,  and  denounce  General  Taylor 
as  a  bloody  butcher  and  throat-cutter,  yet  seize 
upon  the  reputation  of  General  Taylor,  thus  ac¬ 
quired,  to  ride  into  power?  Sir,  who  was  it  that 
all  through  the  North  in  1848  could  condemn  the 
doctrine  of  non-intervention  as  dough-faced,  yet 
in  1850  adopt  non-intervention  as  the  Taylor 
platform  ?  Sir,  when  I  hear  these  Whig  politicians 
talking  about  consistency,  it  makes  me  think  of 
“  Satan  rebuking  sin.” 

My  colleague  says,  he  will  join  issue  with  me 
before  the  people  upon  the  tariff  and  other  kindred 
measures:  I  should  like  to  meet  him,  Mr.  Chair¬ 
man,  in  his  own  beautiful  town,  and  demonstrate 
the  varied  operation  of  a  high  protective  tariff,  and 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  upon  the  different  classes  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  I  do  not  misrepresent  the  doctrine  of  his 
party,  when  I  say,  that  in  Ohio,  the  master-spirits 
of  the  party,  while  demagoging  upon  the  stump, 
have  promised  the  people,  that  when  the  Whig 
party  get  the  power,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  should  be  taken  from  the  National 
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Treasury  and  paid  into  the  State  treasury;  and  that 
the  amount  coming  toOhio,  underthis  distribution, 
would  be  equal  to  one  fourth  of  the  annual  taxation 
for  State  purposes.  They  say  that  the  deficiency 
in  the  National  Treasury  would  be  made  up  by  an 
increase  of  the  tariff;  and  as  the  manufacturers  of 
foreign  goods  have  to  pay  this  tariff,  it  would  be, 
in  effect,  taxing  the  foreign  manufacturer  for  the 
benefit  of  the  tax-payer  of  Ohio. 

1  should  like,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  take  my  col¬ 
league  into  some  store  in  his  town,  and  demon¬ 
strate  the  ultimate  workings  of  these  Whig  meas¬ 
ures  upon  the  masses.  Let  me  suppose,  then, 
that  this  distribution  should  be  paid  directly  to 
each  individual  in  the  community,  in  proportion 
to  his  taxable  wealth,  which  is  in  exact  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Whig  plan  of  distribution  in  Ohio; 
let  me  suppose,  in  addition  to  this,  that  the  tariff', 
instead  of  being  paid  at  your  custom-houses,  was 
paid  as  it  is,  in  effect,  by  the  purchaser  at  the 
counter  of  the  retail  merchant;  and  then  I  should 
be  ready  to  go  with  my  colleague,  some  beautiful 
morning,  into  the  store  of  the  retail  merchant,  and 
learn  how  the  dear  people  would  appreciate  the 
benefits  of  Whig  measures.  In  the  store  we  should 
find  two  sets  of  government  officers;  the  one  pay¬ 
ing  out  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  and  the  other  collecting  the  high  protective 
tariff.  Let  me  suppose  that  the  first  gentleman 
who  enters  is  a  rich  man,  whose  taxes  amount 
to  one  thousand  dollars  annually — one  of  those 
we  read  about,  “  who  is  clothed  in  purple  and  fine 
linen,  and  fares  sumptuously  every  day.”  As  he 
enters  the  store, “Uncle  Sam’s”  distribution  officer, 
says  to  him:  Good  morning,  Mr.  Dives;  you  are 
a  rich  man;  you  pay  one  thousand  dollars  of  taxes 
annually;  “Uncle  Sam,”  under  the  direction  of  the 
Whig  party,  sends  you  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol¬ 
lars,  your  proportion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands.  He^would  say  in  a  loud  voice, 

“  Blessed  be  the  name  of  Uncle  Sam.”  Next, 
enters  the  farmer  of  moderate  means,  whose  taxes 
might  average  four  dollars  per  annum:  your  distri¬ 
bution  officer  would  approach  him,  and  say,  Good 
morning,  Mr.  Farmer;  you  are  a  man  in  moderate 
circumstances;  you  pay  four  dollars  tax  annually; 
Uncle  Sam,  sends  you  one  dollar,  as  your  propor-  j 
tion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  j 
lands.  The  farmer,  taking  the  money,  would  j 
say,  in  not  quite  as  loud  a  voice:  “  Blessed  be  the  ! 
name  of  Uncle  Sam.”  Lastly,  enters  the  labor¬ 
ing  man,  who  toils  from  day  to  day  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  his  family;  the  grasping  hand  of  the 
tax-gatherer,  has  found  nothing  in  his  domicil,  but 
what  the  law  exempts  from  taxation.  Your  polite 
distribution  officers  would  approach  him  also,  with 
his  accustomed  “  Good  morning,”  for  it  costs  no 
more  to  extend  this  common  salutation  to  the  poor 
than  to  the  rich  man.  Good  morning,  then,  Mr. 
Poorrnan;  you  labor  for  your  daily  maintenance; 
but  you  pay  no  taxes,  therefore  “  Uncle  Sam”sends  1 
you  none  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands.  He  wouid  say  in  the  “still  small  voice,” 

“  Blessed  be  the  name  of  Uncle  Sam.” 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  will  turn  to  the  tariff*  * 
operations:  These  different  men  commence  buy¬ 
ing  their  goods,  according  to  their  various  fancies 
and  necessities.  Mr.  Dives  buys  broadcloth  for 
a  coat,  say  worth  six  dollars  per  yard;  two  yards 
would  cost  twelve  dollars.  When  purchased,  Uncle 
Sam’s  revenue  officer  would  touch  him  upon  the 


shoulder,  and  say,  Mr.  Dives,  you  must  pay  men 
tariff  of  thirty  per  cent,  upon  this  broadcloth:  the 
amount  would  be  four  dollars.  Mr.  Dives  would 
cheerfully  pay  this  out  of  his  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
and  still  say,  in  a  loud  voice,  “  Blessed  be  the  name 
ofUncleSam.”  Next,  Mr.  Farmer  buysalogchain, 
worth  two  dollars.  The  revenue  officer  taps  him 
upon  the  shoulder,  and  says,  You  must  pay  me  a 
tariff  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  upon  this  log-chain; 
which  will  be  two  additional  dollars.  He  must, 
then,  on  his  first  purchase  add  one  dollar  to  his 
proportion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  lands,  to  pay  the  tariff  upon  his  very  first  pur¬ 
chase;  but  being  taught  “  to  speak  well  of  the 
rulers  that  be,”  he  would  still  repeat,  “  Blessed  be 
the  name  of  Uncle  Sam.”  Next,  Mr.  Poorrnan 
buys  a  dollar’s  worth  of  sugar — say  ten  pounds. 
The  revenue  officer  taps  him  also  upon  the  shoulder, 
and  says,  Mr.  Poorrnan,  you  must  pay  me  a 
specific  duty  of  two  and  a  half  cents  upon  each 
pound  of  that  sugar.  Mr.  Poorrnan,  in  great  as¬ 
tonishment,  would  reply,  “I  pay  you  twenty-five 
cents  tariff  upon  this  sugar!”  Sir,  1  have  toiled, 
for  this  money  under  the  scorching  heat  of  a  sum¬ 
mer’s  sun,  or  amidst  the  frost  and  snow  of  the  cold 
and  dreary  winter.  Uncle  Sam.  gave  me  no  dis¬ 
tribution.  Why,  then,  tax  me  upon  this  sugar, 
one  of  the  necessaries  of  life?  Is  this  a  Whig 
measure  ?  Is  this  one  of  the  beneficial  operations 
of  a  high  protective  tariff?  Is  this  the  way  you 
manifest  your  love  for  the  laboring  man? 

Mr.  Chairman,  he  would  no  longer  say,  “Blessed 
be  the  name  of  Uncle  Sam.”  1  say  to  my  col¬ 
league,  that  the  practical  operation  of  these  Whig 
measures  fully  illustrates  that  passage  of  Scripture 
which  all  divines  have  heretofore  considered  doubt¬ 
ful  and  difficult:  “To  him  that  hath  shall  be  given, 
but  from  him  that  hath  not,  shall  be  taken  awdy  even 
that  which  he  hath .  ” 

I  beg  pardon,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  committee 
for  this  digression,  induced  by  the  catechism  of 
my  colleague.  I  shall  delight,  upon  all  fitting  oc¬ 
casions,  to  assist  him  still  further  in  illustrating 
the  practical  operation  of  Whig  measures;  but- 
this  must  suffice  for  the  present.  But,  sir,  whence 
arises  this  new-born  zeal  of  my  colleague  ?  It  was 
thought  by  many  of  his  friends,  that  the  Whig 
party  treated  him  rather  scurvily  at  the  Philadelphia 
Taylor  convention.  He  has  not,  until  now,  been 
considered  a  supporter  of  the  Administration.  It 
was  understood,  I  believe,  in  Ohio,  that  he  would 
not  even  vote  for  the  nominee  of  his  party.  Does 
he  see  brighter  prospects  ahead,  from  the  death  of 
Taylor,  and  the  rising  sun  of  Fillmore  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  do  my  colleague  the 
credit  to  say,  that  he  never  repudiated  any  nomi¬ 
nation  of  his  party. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Never.  I  always  go  for  the  nomi¬ 
nations  of  my  party.  And,  Mr.  Chairman,  so 
long  as  I  believe  that  the  prosperity,  nay,  sir,  the 
very  perpetuity  of  our  glorious  U»ion  depends 
upon  the  unity  and  nationality  of  the  Democratic 
party,  1  pledge  myself  to  the  support  of  its  nomi¬ 
nees. 

In  this,  sir,  I  differ  with  my  friend  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  [Mr.  Wilmot.]  He  claims  to  be,  “  par 
excellence ,”  a  Democrat.  He  believes  in  the  ex¬ 
cellencies  of  Democratic  principles,  yet  boasts  that 
by  his  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  he  has  done  more  to  break  down  their 


oarty  than  the  whole  embattled  host  of  Whiggery. 
Sir,  if  it  it  be  true,  as  I  honestly  believe  it  is,  that 
the  defeat  of  the  Democracy  in  1848  has  led  to  all 
our  present  difficulties,  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  has  a  fearful  load  of  responsi¬ 
bility  resting  upon  his  shoulders. 

Mr.  Chairman,  although  a  northern  man,  and 
representing  a  northern  constituency,  I  am  not  a 
sectional  man.  I  should  to-morrow  vote  as  cheer¬ 
fully  for  a  southern  man  for  the  Presidency  as  for 
a  northern  one,  did  I  consider  him  national  in  his 
views,  and  sound  in  the  Democratic  faith.  In 
this,  sir,  I  believe  I  but  speak  the  sentiment  of  the 
Ohio  Democracy.  Sir,  the  northern  Democracy 
have  again  and  again  manifested  their  nationality. 
The  Democratic  party  of  the  North  were  in  favor 
of  the  annexation  of  Texas.  They  did  not  consider 
this  annexation  as  extending  the  area  of  slavery, 
for  slavery  already  existed  there.  The  Democratic 
party  of  the  North  are  not  opposed  to  the  admission 
of  slave  States  into  this  Union,  if  formed  out  of 
slave  territory.  If  another  slave  State  were  formed 
out  of  Texas,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
annexation  resolutions,  1  should  most  cheerfully 
vote  for  her  admission  into  the  Union.  Our  op¬ 
position  is  not  to  slavery  where  it  now  exists,  but 
to  the  extension  of  slavery.  Louisiana  was  slave 
territory — the  Democratic  party  sustained  the  pur¬ 
chase.  Texas  was  slave  territory — the  Democracy 
of  the  North  sustained  the  annexation.  They  did 
not  consider  it  as  extending  the  area  of  slavery, 
for  slavery  already  existed  there.  They  considered 
it  as  extending  the  civil  and  political  blessings  of 


!  our  Government  where  they  did  not  before  exist. 
But,  by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  we  have 
acquired  free  territory.  California,  New  Mexico, 
and  Utah,  are  now  free,  and  by  no  act  of  northern 
Democracy  do  we  intend  that  slavery  shall  ever  go 
there. 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  have  already  said  that  I  re¬ 
garded  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union  as  depending 
upon  the  perpetuity  of  the  Democratic  party.  It 
may  for  a  time  be  stricken  down  by  the  pressure 
of  these  sectional  questions,  but  I  trust  in  God  to 
see  it  rise  again.  Its  integrity  has  often  been  tried, 
but  as  yet,  it  has  been  found  equal  to  every  emer¬ 
gency.  Occasional  “  isms”  have  taken  a  portion 
here,  and  a  portion  there,  which  have  ultimately 
found  a  resting-place  in  the  bosom  of  the  Whig 
party;  but  our  principles  being  so  consonant  with 
the  natural  rights  of  man,  has  filled  our  ranks 
with  increasing  numbers  from  the  rising  genera¬ 
tions. 

''With  the  Democracy  in  the  ascendency,  our 
country  will  always  be  safe,  unless  that  time  shall 
come,  which  I  trust  in  God  it  never  will,  which 
Washington’s  far-reaching  vision  saw  could  only 
overthrow  our  glorious  Union.  I  invoke  the  De¬ 
mocracy  of  this  House  to  go,  in  imagination,  with 
me  to  Mount  Vernon;  to  place  low  their  ear  upon 
the  green  grass  that  covers  the  grave  of  the  Father 
of  his  Country,  that  they  may  catch  the  spirit 
sound,  as  it  comes  from  the  sepulchre  of  the  illus¬ 
trious  dead:  “Beware,  my  countrymen,  A3  you 

VALUE  YOUR  GLORIOUS  UNION,  OF  THE  FORMATION 
OF  PARTIES  UPON  GEOGRAPHIC  POSITION.” 
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